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The Tomb of Joshua 


The story of adventure and exploration presented in this 
volume describes in a popular way the remarkable discoveries 
made by the author in the Babylonian ruin mound of Bismya. 
With the exception of Tello, where the French have excavated 
for many years, no other Babylonian ruin has yielded so many 
and such beautiful objects of ancient art. A perfect marble statue 
of King Da-udu, the oldest statue in the world, the fragments of 
other statues, hundreds of fragments of stone vases, engraved, inlaid, 
and inscribed, gold, copper, and ivory objects, several thousand 
tablets of clay, the graves, the weapons of war, the temple, the 
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palaces, the private homes, the household utensils, even the games 
and the toys of the children, unite in forming a distinct picture of 
the life and civilization of the people of Babylonia of five thousand 
or more years ago. ‘The lost city of Adab was found; names of 
forgotten kings and rulers were restored to history; questions long 
puzzling to the historian and to the archeologist have been 
answered, and others have been presented to them to solve. The 
story of the recovery of this oldest of civilizations should appeal 
not to the scholor alone, but to the reader who is interested in days 
and things long passed, and specially for him has it been written. 
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Bismya; or, The Lost City of Adab 
A few of the many favorable criticisms: 


“A fascinating story of discovery in the distant and difficult 
and dangerous field of Babylonia. . . - The readable interest 
of the record is important, for many a good piece of scientific work 
in the field has suffered from a poor narrator. There is not a dull 
page. —Sunday School Times. 


“A. profusely illustrated and fascinating volume of adven- 
ture. . . . While Dr. Banks is an archeologist his volume is 
very different from an archeological treatise and there have of late 
been few more graphic or more interesting books of travel.” — 


Springfield, Mass., Republican. 


“Dr. Banks has the story-teller’s gift, and few romances are more 
entertaining than the report of his discoveries in Babylonia.” —The 


Churchman, New Y ork. 


“ Those who are not archzeologists and have little regard for the 
science as such will find these pages absorbing. Dr. Banks writes 
in a lucid manner and has a quick eye for picturesque detail. For 
combined scientific and popular value this book may fairly be called 
unusual.” —Providence Journal. 


“We wish to recommend this volume. For sheer gripping 
power, it easily surpasses all the mystery stories that have recently 
come to us.’—WMinneapolis Journal. 


“The story of the diggings, of the Arab life of the camp, of 
the dangers and disappointments, and of the discoveries, is graphi- 
cally told, with abundant illustrations."—7he Independent, New 
Y ork. 


“Tt is a wonderful story, this of the uncovering of an ancient 
civilization.” —Christian Register, Boston. 
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The American Numismatic Societ~, 
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EDGAR J. BANKS 
4 ABBOTT STREET 
GREENFIELD, MASs. 


April 8 1914. 


Amer. Numismatic & Archaeological Socy., 
Broadway « 156th Street, 
New York City. 
Dear Sirs: 

Recently in several of the buried cities 
of Babylonia Arabs discovered @ large number of 
inscribed tablets. Many of them come from about 
2400 B. C.; other: are from the time of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and some of them bear his name. They are 
letters, contracts, and temple records in good 
condition. 

These tablets have been sent to me, and 
I am offering them to museums. If sold singly they 
vary in price teas two to ten dollars each. In 
collections of 25 to 100 the price is less. Each 
tablet is guaranteed genuine. 

I should be pleased to send you a collec- 
tion of the tablets by parcel post on approval or 
for your selection. 


very sincerely yours, 


B/HM Eyal Cnrile 





OUR thousand years ago in Babylonia there was no paper; clay was the writing 
material. When a Babylonian would write a letter, he made a tablet of clay from 


one to three inches long, stamped it with the wedge-shaped marks of his language, and 
baked it until it became like stone. Scholars may now read upon the tablets the literature, 
the history, the contracts and even the private letters of a great lost nation. 

Recently in the ruin of a Babylonian city from about 2200 B. C., Arabs found several 
thousand tablets. Many of them were purchased by European museums; others were 
brought to this country with the hope that teachers might employ them as object lessons 
to illustrate the books of the ancients and the sources of ancient history. Another collection 
of tablets from the dynasty of Nebuchadnezzar 604-65! B. C., has been received, and many 
of them bear the name of that king. They may be had for from one to ten dollars each, 
according to the size and condition, and will be sent to any school, library, or museum 
by parcel post on approval and for selection. 

Further information may be had by addressing 


(OVER) DR. EDGAR J. BANKS. Greenfield, Mass. 





Dr. Banks was the Field Director of the Babylonian Expedition from the University of 
Chicago, and has spent several years exploring and excavating in the Orient. Several books 
on his work have been published. He is now in communication with native archaeologists in 
Babylonia, Assyria, Palestine and Egypt, and is prepared to supply museums, educational 
institutions and private collectors with antiquities of almost every description. Each object 
sent out by him is guaranteed genuine. 


The superintendent of probably the best and most progressive public school system in 
America writes :- 


Gary Public Schools, 
Gary, Indiana. February 11, 1914. 


Dear Dr. Banks :- 
The Babylonian tablets received from you are much more than satisfactory. We are 
delighted to secure original historic material of such value for so little money. 


Our students are intensely interested in these tablets, and I am sure that they receive 
much more from them than from photographs. Iam also sure that the possession of these 
tablets by the local schools and the constant cbservation of them by the children will be of 
much greater value than an occasional visit to a city museum. With best wishes, | am 


Sincerely yours, 


(OVER) WILLIAM WIRT, Superintendent of Schools. 


